
Congratulations!!!



“The breeder’s art has been profoundly modified 
by discoveries within the past decade, yet we are 
only at the beginning of a new era...”

-W.J. Spillman, USDA / wheat breeder
The American Breeder’s Magazine, 1910, Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 69 



Me on July 17, 2023.



“It’s like dog breeding, but for cucumbers!”





The struggle was real but now we can do it!!!



PBA “develops the skills and abilities of current industry personnel to enable them to become 
independent breeders or more valuable contributors to larger breeding programs.”



Be an ambassador 
for plant breeding!



“A plant breeder’s work is fulfilling.
There is much personal satisfaction in
developing individual plants with unique
gene combinations that have never
existed before, and in sorting out which
of the thousands of progeny can best
meet human needs. Because humans
ultimately depend on plants for their
existence, plant breeders contribute to
the well-being of society as a whole….

A plant breeder is partly a scientist,
engineer, artist, and manager who uses
his or her expertise, experience, and
skills to create a cultivar.”

-Rex Bernardo, Essentials of Plant Breeding



Plant breeding is never a solo effort!

















https://xkcd.com/2827/


